OXFORDSHIRE CHESS ASSOCIATION

Committee Meeting – Thursday 12th May 2005
(Cowley Community Centre)

1. Attendance
Gerard O’Reilly                                      Chairman

George Spalding                                     Secretary
Tom Williams                                         Treasurer

Ian Brooke                                             Chiltern Captain

Ray Cordon                                            U125 Captain

John Place                                              Schools
Roger Thetford                                       Web Page

Rod Langham                                         BCF Representative
Kelly Riley                                              Morris Club

Apologies for non-attendance was received from Lester Millin, Philip Vainker, Matthew Rose and Peter Hemmings
2. Minutes of Previous Committee Meeting (6th May 2004)
These were accepted as read, subject to a correction of typing errors
2a Matters arising

Game Fee had finally been settled at 43p.
The Secretary was asked to bring a copy of the Minutes of the last OCA AGM to these committee meetings as a matter of course

3. County Matters
3a - Chiltern Team 

Captain Ian Brooke reported on this, and had produced Chiltern Final Tables (see relevant report).  He spoke of the easy organisation of the team, the good spirits within it, and the many close matches.
3b - U125 Team.

Captain Ray Cordon had produced a report (see relevant attachment).  There had been some minor transport problems with away games.

3c -  Dave Metcalfe Trophy
There was discussion here, but the nomination made did not meet the rules of the award

3d –  Junior Report

Reports had been received (a)  by E-mail from Lester Millin, and (b) Schools and County 

from John Place.  Both are attached.   Both Caro Hunt (U9/U11)  and Roger Thetford had also put in immense effort for Junior Chess over the season.

3e – Town and Gown Match

The Chairman had organised a match last November in Balliol College, when the town won by 7½ - 2½.  The same time of the year was planned for the next such event.

3e – OCA Web Page / Reporting of Results

Roger Thetford gave details of recent changes.  Recent results were now highlighted, and rules had been implemented to cope with tie-breaks.  Some work was planned to cope with the Frank Wood results more adequately next season.

Matt Rose had a fortnightly column in the Oxford Times which covered local chess as well as more wide chess topics.  It was known that he was receptive to news of local chess, and this is a better vehicle (outside the Web) than the much maligned and demised Oxford Mail  reports.      

3f – Graders Report

Peter Hemmings had provided a grader’s report for this season, plus details for new players.

See the attached files.

3g –  BCF/SCCU

Oxon had been invited to participate in the later stages of the BCF knock-out phases. Because of the late notice, the U175 Captain had not taken up this offer.
There was discussion of whether future such offers for the U175 and for the U125 team should be taken up.  Ian Brooke felt that the long travel involved, and the fact that these ties were largely after the normal playing season had ended,  made him not inclined to get involved.  U125 Captain Ray Cordon was interested in the possibility.  BCF Rep Rod Langham agreed to convey the sentiments of the Meeting  to the next BCF/SCCU  AGMs.
4 League Matters

The Secretary had prepared reports detailing League and Frank Wood results over the season just ending.  He had also prepared notes on the level of defaults and problems.

See the relevant files attached.

Roger Thetford detailed improvements in the Web Page design over the season.  Recent results are now highlighted, and tie-breaks are now shown.  Further work will be done in future to enhance the capabilities, including procedures for submission of Frank Wood results, and more drop-down menus will be provided. 
5. Committee Selections
Only the County Captains had to be appointed at this meeting.  

Ian Brooke and Ray Cordon were happy to continue to run the U175 and U125 Teams respectively over the next season.

6. Date of OCA AGM
This was set for Thursday 15th September at Cowley Community Centre, commencing at 7.30pm

7. AOB

Didcot were intending to move venue over the summer.

New FIDE rules would apply from June onwards.

George Spalding,

Secretary,

14th June 2005 
PAGE  
2

