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School and Club Teams
Magdalen College School, Oxford High School, St Andrew’s School and Harwell Primary School qualified for the EPSCA semi-finals. Oxford High won their U9 semi and qualified for the final, but the results for the final appear to be secret. MCS came third in the National Clubs Rapidplay.
The Oxon schools league is thriving at the bottom end (six teams at U9, eight U11, six U13) but is perennially thin at U15 and U18, with just Abingdon and MCS participating.

In the English Girls’ Team Championships the Cowley Chess Club team of Sarah Garrett, Anna Wang, Rowan White and Chantelle Foster won the U9 section with an astonishing 19½/20. Oxford High School finished =2nd and best school, with 12½/20.  The Cowley U14 team of Maria Wang, Larissa Cooke, Ruby Marsden and Fernanda White finished second in their section. These great results are a tribute to the amount of work that Heather Lang (especially) has put into girls’ chess in Oxfordshire this year.
EPSCA Inter-Association Competitions
Caro Hunt, assisted by John Place, Heather Lang and others, held county trials for U9, U11 and U11 girls in January and February at Magdalen College School and St Andrew’s School, Headington. 

The under-9 team finished second in the south-west zonal competition with 21½/36, half a point behind winners Berkshire. In the final in Rotherham the team scored 18/36 and finished =8th of 18 teams. The under-11 team won the SW zone with a stunning 47½/60, 11 points clear of Wiltshire in second. A weakened team went to the final in Middlesex last weekend, scored 27/60 and finished halfway down: 9th from 17 teams.
The under-11 girls team travelled to Corby in Northants and won the national competition, ending a run of ten consecutive titles for Wey Valley (Surrey). A very young team racked up 30/36, two points clear of Wey Valley.
Overall in the Grand Prix, Oxfordshire finished third (behind Wey Valley and Yorkshire), and won a cheque for £75. Detailed reports of all the above competitions are on the OCA website. Caro Hunt deserves our thanks for organising three sets of trials and managing our participation in two qualifying rounds and three finals.
U14

Last season’s SCCU U14/U90 competition dissolved into disarray. A new organiser was appointed late in 2005–06: so late that the only feasible option was a one-day jamboree. By the time that a date was set, the deadline for responding was so close that John Place was unable to raise an Oxfordshire team.

In contrast, the U14 girls team won the ECGCF Western Region zonal competition and were fourth in the Grand Final.
Other Oxon Tournaments

Numbers were down at the Oxfordshire Congress, organised once more by Caro Hunt. This may be due to awkward scheduling of school holidays in the county. Matthew Daggitt won a combined U18/U15/U13 section, Marcus Harvey won U11 and Sarah Garrett U9. Oxford High School won the team competition.

In contrast, numbers were up at the Oxon Megafinal of the UK Chess Challenge, organised by Priscilla Morris. Detailed results from both the Oxon Congress and the Megafinal are published at www.geocities.com/oxoncong.

Individuals
Maria Wang played in the European Championships in Montenegro in September 2005 and scored 4½/9. James Foster, Andrew Willis and Jeffrey Levicki were selected to play for the England teams or squads. Naomi Miller and Maria Wang were selected for the 2006 Junior European Champs, currently in progress in Montenegro, but declined the invitation. Marcus Harvey is playing in the U10 boys’ section; he started well with 2/3. 
Website
Significant junior news continues to be reported on the website, in its new home (since February) at www.oxfordfusion.com/oca.

