CHILTERN CHESS LEAGUE CONSTITUTION – May 2012

Name and Objects

1. The organisation shall be entitled the “Chiltern Chess League” and its objects shall be 

· To encourage and spread interest in the game of chess generally among any age-group, race or gender.

· To provide opportunities to develop match-playing skills in graded team competitions

2.  The affairs of the league shall be organised and controlled by an Executive committee of delegated members of the constituent counties. 

3. An Annual Meeting of the Executive Committee shall be held at the end of each season, not later than 30th June, to elect officers, consider any issues needing resolution from the previous season, ECF decisions, and to prepare for the following season.

4. The Executive Committee shall elect a Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer and such other officers as may be deemed necessary, by simple majority voting. For this purpose each county shall be permitted up to three votes, 

5. At this meeting a statement of accounts for the past season shall be presented by the Treasurer, and reports presented by the various officers.

6. Any member wishing to submit a motion for this meeting must give written notice of it to the Secretary at least two week before the meeting. 
7. The quorum for the committee shall be four persons, and at least three counties shall be represented.

8. The minutes of each meeting of the Executive Committee shall be circulated to members as soon as is practicable after the meeting.

9. If any matter shall require urgent decision, then it shall be discussed by a sub-committee consisting of an elected officer plus two Executive Committee members. Any decision of the sub-committee shall be reported to the next meeting of the Executive Committee. No officer may sit on a sub-committee dealing with a dispute in which his own county is involved.

10. Other adjoining counties may be accepted into the League, subject to their acceptance of this constitution, and the unanimous agreement of the existing counties (Berks, Bucks, Hants and Oxfordshire).

Finance

11. The affiliation fee for member counties shall be determined in the Annual Executive Meeting and shall be due and payable to the Treasurer by the end of the calendar year.
12. The Chilterns League financial year shall be the 12 months ending on 30th April in each year.
County Tournaments

13. The Chiltern Chess League shall in each season conduct the graded section tournaments, as defined annually by the executive committee, and documented in the appendix.
14. Board fees shall be decided independently by each county, and for their own players only.

15. All games in the Chiltern Chess League matches shall be ECF graded.
16. Players shall be encouraged to be paid-up members of the ECF, but this is not mandatory. 
17. Each county shall be responsible for the payment of any game fees incurred through non- ECF members playing in their own teams.
Amendments to the Constitution

18.  Amendments to the Constitution shall only be made if they are supported by all member counties.
.
Appendix -  Chiltern League Competition Rules

1. The FIDE Laws of Chess shall govern all match-play, subject to such modifications as may be necessary to adapt them to the circumstances of our competitions. These rules cannot cover all possible situations that may arise, and the absence of official arbiters means the players must act responsibly, and support the match captains in the resolution of any problems that arise.

2. There shall be three sections of the competition:

a) Chiltern Cup  - this section will be Open (ie no grading limit) and the matches played over 20 boards, with home and away fixtures.

b) Minor Cup – this section is for players with an ECF grade of less than 150, and played over 16 boards, with home and away fixtures.

c) Chris Stothert Trophy  - this section is for players with ECF grades under 125, and shall be played over 12 boards, with six adults from opposing teams playing six juniors.

Note: The grade limits above refer to those published at the start of each season, and will apply throughout the season, ignoring any general mid-season revision by the ECF, though any revised grades will be taken into account by the Grading Officer.

3. Each county playing Chiltern or Minor cup matches shall be responsible for providing the venue, playing equipment and light refreshments, as well as meeting the associated expenses, for their home matches.

4. Each of the four counties shall accommodate the other three counties once per season in the Chris Stothert Cup competition, making four matches in total. The leading two teams shall compete with each other for the trophy on the last of the four days 

5. The default time is 1 hour from the published start time of the match, but captains, acting jointly as arbiters, are allowed discretion in this matter in the event of an act of force majeur; they may also adjust the match duration time in these circumstances. 

6. In the Chiltern and Minor Cup competitions, the games shall be played with all moves to be made in two hours. The two captains have the option to agree to an intermediate time control of 36 moves in 90 minutes, followed by the addition of 30 minutes to each clock and an allegro finish. 

7. The time control for the Chris Stothert Trophy completion, specifically involving juniors,  is all moves in 90 minutes. The definition of a junior is anyone under the age of 18 at the start of the season, which is deemed to be 1st September in this context. 

8. In the event of a mobile ‘phone emitting an audible sound the penalty will be that this counts as an illegal move and the opponent will receive two minutes for the distraction. Any combination of three illegal moves shall result in the loss of that game, except where it is impossible for the opponent to achieve checkmate: then it will be declared a draw. 

9. Electronic devices such as iPods, iPads, Kindles, laptop computers are banned from the playing area, and may not be consulted outside during playing time.

10. Players may seek advice on the state of a match, but not on the advisability of offering or accepting an offer in respect of their own game. 

11. In the case of a decision made by the captains acting as arbiters under rule FIDE Rule 10.2, there will be a right of appeal to an arbiter appointed by the Chiltern League committee. 

12. If a player or spectator notices an irregularity in another game, he may only inform the captains, acting as arbiters. 

13. If both captains wish to appoint a suitably qualified arbiter for the match they may do so, on the understanding that the arbiter’s decision is final. 

14. In all Chiltern and Minor Cup matches the home county shall take the black pieces on the top board, and the colours shall alternate for the remaining boards. The captains shall toss for colours in the  Chris Stothert Trophy matches.

15. Moves may be recorded in algebraic or English descriptive notation. 

16. The use of score books to keep a score of the game is permitted, provided that they are not used as reference material. 

17. Smoking is not permitted in any county match arena.

18. Match result details shall be sent separately by all match captains to both the League Secretary and the Chiltern Grading Officer. Those with the facility to enter these details on the Chiltern League Website are encouraged to do so, though this is not mandatory. Players ECF reference codes should be included on the result sheets to assist in player identification.

Disputes

19. Disputes that cannot be resolved by the players shall be referred to the team captains, and their joint decision shall be final.

20. If the two captains are unable to resolve the matter, they shall each submit their individual reports on the circumstances to the Chiltern League Chairman, together with statements or claims made by their player, and a copy of their player’s  score sheet made up to the last move, showing the position, and with that player’s elapsed time recorded.

21. The chairman will then decide the matter, taking such independent technical advice as he deems necessary. If his own county is involved, he will refer the matter for similar action by another independent member of the Executive committee.

22. In the case of behavioural issues, both captains shall submit their own reports of the circumstances, and those of any other witnesses, prepared to make statements.

23. The chairman shall report all disputes at the annual Executive meeting for consideration of any further action.             
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